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Study on Legislation of Traditional Medicine Knowledge Protection in Africa

LYU Wen-qing, MA Zhi-guo "

(Xi’an Jiaotong University School of Law, Xi'an, 710049, China)

ABSTRACT: Traditional knowledge of medicine has a long history in Africa, its influence on people continues to to-
day in the African region. As traditional medicine knowledge occupies an important position in the health care sys-
tem, thus, legislation on traditional medicine knowledge in Africa started earlier. In addition to the "Swakopmund
Agreement" signed by the African Industrial Property Organization for the protection of traditional knowledge, Af-
rican countries also use their own intellectual property laws and special legislation on traditional knowledge of medi-
cine to carry out legal knowledge of traditional medicine in Africa. The legislative protection of traditional medicine
knowledge in Africa has reference value for China. China can choose the path of legal protection of traditional medi-
cine knowledge from three aspects: establishing traditional Chinese medicine database of knowledge, building inde-
pendent traditional Chinese medicine traditional knowledge protection law and supplementing protection through
customary law and international treaty.

KEY WORDS: Africa region; traditional medicine knowledge; legislative protection



